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Inwards WILC

• Watermarks in Incunabula printed in the Low 
Countries (i.e. The Netherlands and Belgium)

• 2.200 incunabula; ca. 2.000 on paper

• More than 16.000 watermarks

• Images and descriptions: object AND source

• Search: Simple and Advanced

• Information about paper use in a specific region
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Advanced Search

• Screen divided in two

• Upper half: search for object

• Lower half: search for source

OBJECT

• Search box for description and additional elements

SOURCE

• Search box for place, printer and date
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WILC

• Defined group of objects: paper use in the printing
shops in the Low Countries from 1473 to 1501

• Incunabula from the Low Countries: 2.200 copies; ca. 
800 dated

• Deducing dates possible with type AND now
watermarks

• Equivalent groups: identical watermarks taken form
different editions comparing those makes redating
or refining the dates possible.

• Example: J. Pomerius, Prognosticon…; date based on
type: 1486-1497; using WILC: 1487-1488
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Outwards relation with ISTC

• ISTC: Incunabula Short Title Catalogue (British 
Library)

• Started 1980; now: ca. 90 % of all incunabula ever 
printed

• Estimation: in the end ca. 28.000 editions (in a 
manifold of copies)

• For Bernstein: LINK with WILC!

• Result: vice versa connection: from ISTC to find the 
watermarks; from WILC to find the description and 
other copies, for example to compare watermarks
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The Bernstein Connection

• Four databases to be integrated: Piccard Online (POL), 
WZMA, WILC and Florence (NIKI)

• Comparing watermarks: example: Lilie XIII, Abt. I, 
0186 (1488), combined with height 50 and chainlines
27.

• In WILC and POL alike watermark, used in 1487-1488, 
in the Netherlands and Germany (Heidelberg)
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Semantic connection: Terms

• Comparison WILC and POL (Stuttgart, C. Cämmerer)

• Possible linking 70 %; difficult cases: 30 % 



Koninklijke Bibliotheek – National Library of the Netherlands

Inwards and Outwards: the Bernstein Connection



Koninklijke Bibliotheek – National Library of the Netherlands

Inwards and Outwards: the Bernstein Connection

From Comparison to Bernstein Terms

• Detailed comparison of POL, WZMA and WILC
proposal to change terms

• POL and WILC have harmonized the terms

• This list base for Watermarks Terms, extended with
many other terms and languages, with the help of 
many people

• Used for integrated searching in Bernstein and 
multilinguality
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Other relation structure!

• Through comparison of the different structures of the 
three main databases (POL, WZMA, WILC) proposal 
for ONE Bernstein structure by Vienna (WZMA, A. 
Haidinger and M. Stieglecker)

• Three levels; further to be further

• Classification based on logic, not on number of entries
as had been done before

• Example: Bull’s head was first level (many entries) 
now fourth level: fauna –> tetrapod –> bull –> head
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Piccard
Bull’s head

Tower

Letter P

Scales (balances)

Anchor

Horn

Key

Tool/arm, weapon

Fabulous creature

Cross

Leaf/flower/tree

Lily

Fruit

Tetrapod

…

Hand/glove

WZMA
Anker

Blatt/Blume/Baum

Buchstabe

Dreiberg

Fabelwesen/Symbole

Figuren, anthropomorphe

Fisch

Frucht

Fünfberg

Geometrische Motive

Glocke

Hand/Handschuh

Himmelskörper

Horn

…

Lillie

WILC
acorn 

anchor 

crossbow 

bull 

…

cross

crown

dog

dolphin 

eagles 

flower

hand

letter p 

letter y 

letters

lily 

BERNSTEIN
figures, anthropomorphic

fauna

fabulous creature

flora

mountains/luminaries

realities

symbols/insignia

geometrical figures

coat of arms

marks

letters/digits

undefined mark
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Conclusion

• Bernstein finished, begin of new research, for example
to papertrade

• More accurate dating possible through integrated
searches and comparisons

• Wish: More databases, more watermarks, more 
descriptions

• Wish: Further development of the Bernstein
workspace and adding more tools
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